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What kind of book is a Gospel? 
 
For many years 

scholars considered 
the NT Gospels sui 
generis.  That is, they 
were a unique genre 
of literature in the 
ancient world. 

 
Today, most scholars 

regard the NT 
Gospels as an 
example of ancient 
biography, not unlike 
Plutarch’s Lives. 



First Charge: Blasphem y
Mark 2:1 -1 2—a healing 

m iracle becam e a 
point of controversy

Jesus is charged with 
blasphem y, i.e., 
claim ing he can 
forgive sin (God’s 
perogative)



Jesus’ response
“I have the authority 

(to forgive sins)”

He proves it by healing 
the paralyzed m an.

He does so as the Son of 
Man



Jesus—the Son of Man
Jesus refers to him self throughout the Gospels as 

the Son of Man.

The title appears to com e from  Daniel 7:1 4.  In this 
apocalyptic vision, the Son of Man appears 
before God to receive an everlasting Kingdom .

Som e interpret the phrase to underscore Jesus’
hum anity.  In fact, the title describes a heavenly 
being who com es to God on the clouds.



2nd Charge: Friend of Sinners
Mark 2:1 3-1 7

Jesus befriended and 
had table fellowship 
with SIN N ERS

Jesus’ response:
I cam e for SIN N ERS.  



3rd Charge: Violates the Tradition 
of the Fathers

Mark 2:1 8-21
Jesus and his disciples didn’t 

fast at the appropriate 
tim e.

Cf. Mark 7:1 ff.

Jesus’ response (parable):
I establish new traditions !

new wineskins for the 
new wine



4th Charge: Violates Sabbath Law

Mark 2:23ff.
Jesus and his disciples 

harvest grain on the 
Sabbath

Mark 3:1 ff.
Jesus heals on the 

Sabbath.



Jesus’ response
The Son of Man is Lord of 

the Sabbath.

The Sabbath is a good 
servant, but a bad m aster.

Jesus doesn’t end Sabbath 
Law.  Rather he interprets 
it to serve hum ans.  
Healing and harvesting 
are OK on the Sabbath 
when hum ans need 
them .



Final Charge

Mark 3:20-27
Jesus’ opponents said
HE was in league with the devil.
Most serious charge, equating the work of 

Jesus with the work of Satan.  

Jesus’ response: I plunder his world.



A Second Look at Jesus 
Thanks for listening . . .  
 
Questions?    


