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Charge #1 Mark 2:1-12 The Voice (VOICE)
2 1-2 Some days later when Jesus came back to Capernaum, people heard that Jesus was back in
town and many gathered at the house where He was staying. Soon the crowd overflowed from
the house into the streets, and still more people pressed forward to hear Jesus teaching the
message of God’s kingdom. 3 Four men tried to bring a crippled friend to Him; 4 but since the
crowd prevented their carrying him close enough to get Jesus’ attention, they climbed up onto
the roof, opened a hole in it, and lowered the paralyzed man on his mat down to Jesus.
5

Jesus recognized the faith of these men.

Jesus (to the paralyzed man): Son, your sins are forgiven.
6-7

Some scribes were sitting in the crowd, and they didn’t like what they were hearing.

Scribes (reasoning to themselves): What does this Jesus think He is doing? This kind of talk is
blasphemy, an offense against the Most High! Only God can forgive sins.
8

At once Jesus realized what they were thinking. He turned to them.

Jesus: Why do My words trouble you so? 9 Think about this: is it easier to tell this paralyzed
man, “Your sins are forgiven,” or to tell him, “Get up, pick up your mat, and walk”? 10 Still, I
want to show you that the Son of Man has been given the authority on earth to forgive sins. (to
the paralytic) 11 Get up, pick up your mat, and go home.
12

The man rose to his feet, immediately rolled up his mat, and walked out into the streets.

Everyone in the crowd was amazed. All they could do was shake their heads, thank God for this
miracle, and say to each other, “We’ve never seen anything like that!”

Charge #2 Mark 2:13-17
13

Another time Jesus was out walking alongside the Sea of Galilee teaching the gathering crowd

as He went. 14 He saw Levi, the son of Alphaeus, sitting at the booth where he collected taxes.

Jesus (calling out to him): Follow Me.
Levi left the booth and went along with Him.
15

At Levi’s house, many tax collectors and other sinners—Jews who did not keep the strict purity

laws of the Jewish holy texts—were dining with Jesus and His disciples. Jesus had attracted such
a large following that all kinds of people surrounded Him. 16 When the Pharisees’ scribes saw
who shared the table with Jesus, they were quick to criticize:
Scribes (to His disciples): If your master is such a righteous person, then why does He eat and
drink with tax collectors and sinners, the worst among us?
17

Jesus heard them.

Jesus (to the scribes): People who have their health don’t need to see a doctor. Only those who
are sick do. I’m not here to call those already in good standing with God; I’m here to call
sinners to turn back to Him.

Charge #3 Mark 2:18-22
18

The disciples of John the Baptist and the Pharisees made a practice of fasting.

Some People (to Jesus): Why is it that John’s followers and the Pharisees’ followers fast, but
Your disciples are eating and drinking like it was any other day?
Jesus: 19 Guests at the wedding can’t fast when the bridegroom is with them. It would be wrong
to do anything but feast. 20 When the bridegroom is snatched away from them, then the time
will come to fast and mourn.
21

These are new things I’m teaching, and they can’t be reconciled with old habits. Nobody
would ever use a piece of new cloth to patch an old garment because when the patch shrinks, it
pulls away and makes the tear even worse. 22 And nobody puts new, unfermented wine into old
wineskins because if he does, the wine will burst the skins; they would lose both the wineskins
and the wine. No, the only appropriate thing is to put new wine into new wineskins.

Charge #4 Mark 2:23-28
23

One Sabbath Jesus and His disciples were walking through a field of grain; as they walked, His

disciples grew hungry. They began to pull from the stalks and eat.
24

The Pharisees confronted Him.

Pharisees: Did You see that? Why are Your disciples doing what our law forbids on the
Sabbath?
Jesus (turning toward the Pharisees): 25 Do you remember the story about what King David and
his followers did when they were hungry and had nothing to eat?
They said nothing, so He continued.
Jesus: 26 David went into the house of God, when Abiathar was the high priest, and ate the bread
that was consecrated to God. Now our laws say no one but the priests can eat that holy
bread; but when David was hungry, he ate and also shared the bread with those who followed
him.[b]
27

The Sabbath was made for the needs of human beings, and not the other way around. 28 So
the Son of Man is Lord even over the Sabbath.

Charge #5 Mark 3:22-27
22

The scribes, for their part, came down from Jerusalem and spread the slander that Jesus was

in league with the devil.
Scribes: That’s how He casts out demons. He’s casting them out by the power of Beelzebul—the
ancient Philistine god—the prince of demons.
23

When Jesus heard this, He tried to reason with them using parables.

Jesus: Listen. How can Satan drive out Satan? 24 A kingdom that makes war against itself will
collapse. 25 A household divided against itself cannot stand.26 If Satan opposes himself, he
cannot stand and is finished.
27

If you want to break into the house of a strong man and plunder it, you have to bind him
first. Then you can do whatever you want with his possessions.

Charge #6 Mark 14:55-64
55

The chief priests and other religious leaders called for witnesses against Jesus so they could
execute Him, but things didn’t turn out the way they had planned. 56 There were plenty of people
willing to get up and accuse Jesus falsely, distorting what Jesus had said or done; but their
testimonies disagreed with each other, and the leaders were left with nothing. 57 Some gave the
following distorted testimony:
Witnesses: 58 We heard Him say, “I will destroy this temple that has been made by human hands,
and in three days, I will build another that is not made by human hands.”
59

But even here the witnesses could not agree on exactly what He had said.

60

The high priest stood up and turned to Jesus.

High Priest: Do You have anything to say in Your own defense? What do You think of what all
these people have said about You?
61

But Jesus held His peace and didn’t say a word.

Jesus, God’s Anointed, the Liberating King, has come not as a conquering king but as a
sacrificial lamb who will die without defending Himself.
He is accused of setting Himself in the place of God, but He is innocent of that accusation
because He is God. He does not defend Himself because His death protects from punishment the
sinners who have made themselves like God ever since Adam ate the fruit in the garden.
High Priest: Are You God’s Anointed, the Liberating King, the Son of the Blessed One?
Jesus: 62 I am. One day you will see the Son of Man “sitting at His right hand, in the place of
honor and power,”[f] and “coming in the clouds of heaven.”[g]
63

Then the high priest tore his clothes.

High Priest (to the council): What else do we need to hear? 64 You have heard the blasphemy
from His own lips. What do you have to say about that?

